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ce The appearance was, —as it were a wheel in 
« the middle of a wheel. 


. eee may be the primary 


meaning of this myſterious paſſage 
of Scripture, many ſerious Chriſtians in all ages 
have applied it in a ſecondary ſenſe, to the man- 
ner wherein the adorable Providence of God 
ufually works in governing the world. They 


have judged this expreſſion manifeſtly to allude 


to the complicated wheels of his Providence, 
adapting one event to another, and working one 
thing by means of another. In the le pra- 
ceſs ot this, there is an endleſs variety of wheels 
within wheels. But they are frequently fo diſ- 
pofed and complicated, that we cannot under- 
ſand them at firſt.hght. Nay we can ſeldon fully 
comprehend them, till they are explained by the 
Event, 


2. Perhaps no Age ever afforded a more firik- 
ing inſtance of this kind than the preſent does, 
15 758 A 2 in 


59 


in the Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, 


with reſpect to our Colonies in North-America. 


In order to ſee this clearly, let us endeavour, 


- according to the meaſure of our weak under- 


ſtanding, 


42 


Firſt, To trace each wheel apart: And, 


Secondly, To conſider both, as they relate to 
and aufwer each other. 


s 


I. And firſt, We are to trace each 8880 
apart. 


It is by no means my deſign, to give a parti- 
eular detail of the late tranſactions in America: 
but barely to give a fimple and naked deduc- 
tion of a few well-known facts. 


I know; this is a very delicate ſubject; and 


that it is difficult, if not impoſſible, to treat it 


in ſuch a manner as not to offend any; par- 
ticularly thoſe who are warmly attached to either 
party. But I would not willingly offend ; and 
ſhall therefore ſtudiouſly avoid all keen and re- 
proachful language, and uſe the ſofteſt terms I 


can, without either betraying or auen the 
Truth. 


1. In 


[if 


ſpread by degrees from New-England towards 


12 
I. In the year 1736, it pleaſed God to begin 
a work of grace in the newly planted Colony of 


Georgia; then the Southernmoſt of our Settle- 
ments on the Continent of America. To thoſe 


_ Engliſh who had ſettled there the year before, 


were then added a body of Moravians, ſo-call- 


ed: And a larger body, who had been expelled 


from Germany by the Archbiſhop of Saltzburg, 
Theſe were men truly fearing God and working, 
righteouſneſs. At the ſame time there began an 
awakening among the Engliſh, both at Savannah 
and Frederica : Many enquiring, What they 
muſt do to be faved?” And .« bringing forth 
fruits meet for Repentance.“ 


2. In the ſame year there broke out a won- 
derful work of God, in ſeveral parte. af New. 
England. It began in Northampton, and in a 
little time appeared in the adjoining towns, A 
particular and beautiful account of this 'was 
publiſhed by Mr, Edwards, Miniſter of North- 
ampton. Many ſinners were deeply convinced 
of fin, and many truly converted to God, 1 
ſuppoſe, there had been no inſtance in America, 
of ſo ſwift and deep a work of Grace, for an 
hundred years before: Nay, nor perhaps fince 
the Engliſh ſettled there. 


3. The following year, the work of God 
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the South. At the fame time it advaneed by 
Now degrees from Georgia towards the North. 
' In a few fouls it deepened likewiſe; and ſome 
of them witneffed a good confeffion, both in life 
and in death. | 


4. In the year 1738, Mr. Whitefield came 
| over to Georgia, with a defign to aſſiſt me in 

Preaching, either to the Engliſh or the Indians. 
But as I was embarked for England before he 
arrived, he preached to the Engliſh altogether, 
firſt in Georgia, to which his chief ſervice was 
due, then in South and North Carolina, and af- 
terwards in the intermediate Provinces, till 
he came to New England. And all men owned 
that God was with him, wherefoever he went ; 
giving a General Call, to high and low, rich 
and poor, to © repent and believe the Goſpel.” 
Many were not diſobedient to the heavenly 
calling; they did repent and believe the Goſ- 
pel. And by his Miniſtry a line of Communi-. 
cation was formed, quite from Georgia to New- 
3 


5. Within a few years he made ſeveral more 
voyages to America, and took ſeveral more jour- 
neys thro' the Provinces. And in every jour- 
ney- he found freſh reaſons to bleſs God, who 
_ proſpered the work of his hands; there 

Provinces, who 


r N 1 * 
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found his word to be 5 "On power of God unto 
| neg. 


«6; But 0 1 journey he nia, he acknow- 
ledged to fome of his friends; that he had mueh 
ſorrow and heavineſs in his heart, on account of 
multitudes ho for a time ran well, but after- 
wards drew back unto perdition.” Indeed in a 
few! years, the far greater part of thoſe who had 
ohee received the word with joy, yen, hack ef- 
caped the corruption that is in the world, were 
entangled again and overcome.” Some were like 
thoſe WO received the ſeed on ſtony ground, 
which in time of temptation withered away. 
Others were Hke thoſe who received it among 
a thorns :-the thorns ſoon fprang up and ehoaked 
it, Inſomuch that he found excecding_ few, 
who brought forth fruit to perfection. A vaſt 
majority had entirely turned back from «« the 
1 commanemerſt onee e delivered to them. 


177 7. And what eder . For it was a true fay= 
| ing, which was common in the ancient Church, 
« The ſoul and the body make a man, and the 
ſpirit and diſcipline make a Chriſtian.” Bur 
thoſe who were more or lefs affected by Mr. 
Whitefietd's preaching, had no difciptine at all. 
They had no ſhadow of diſcipline 3 nothing of 
the kind. "They were forme# into ho Societies. 
They nad no" Chriſtian connexton with - caets 
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other, nor were ever taught to watch over each 
other's ſouls. So that if any fell into luke- 
warmneſs, or even into ſin, he had none to lift 


him up: He might fall lower and lower; yea 
into hell if he would; for who regarded it? 


8. Things were in this ſtate, when about 
eleven years ago, I received ſeveral Letters from 
America, giving a melancholy account of the 
Rate of religion in moſt of the Colonies, and 
earneſtly entreating, that ſome of our Preachers 
would come over and help them. It was believ- | 
ed, they might confirm many that were weak 
or wavering, and lift up many that were fallen: 

Nay, and that they would ſce more fruit of their, 

labours in America, than they had dame: r, 
in ee or een | 

i This was . Send at large i in our r yearly 

Conference, at Briſtol, in the year 1767. And 
two of our Preachers willingly offered them- 
ſelves, viz. Richard Boardman and Joſeph Pill- 
moor. They were men well reported of by all, 
and (we believed) fully qualified for the work. 
Accordingly, after a few days ſpent in London, 8 
they chearfully went over. They laboured firſt 
in Philadelphia and New-York : Afterwards in 
many other places. And every where God was 
eminently with them, and gave them to ſee much, 
Fruit of their labour, What was wanting before 
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69 
was now ſupplied: Thoſe who were deſirous to 
ſave their ſouls, were no longer a rope of ſand, 
but clave to one another, and began to watch 
over each other in love. Societies were formed, 
and Chriſtian Diſcipline introduced in all its 
branches. Within a few years after, ſeveral 
more of the Preachers were willing to go and 
aſſiſt them. And God raiſed up many natives 
of the country, who were glad to act in con- 
nexion with them: till there were two and 
twenty Travelling Preachers in America, who 


kept their circuits as regularly as thoſe in Eng- 
land, 


7 The work of God then not only ſpread 
wider, particularly in North Carolina, Mary- 
land, Virginia, Penſylvania, and the Jerſeys, 
but ſunk abundantly deeper than ever it had done 
before. So that at the beginning of the late 
troubles, there were three thouſand ſouls con- 
nected together in religious Societies: And a 
great number of theſe witneſſed, that the Son 
of God hath power on earth to forgive fin... 


3 But now it was, that a bar appeared in 
the way, a grand hindrance to the progreſs of 
Religion. The immenſe Trade of America, 
greater in proportion than even that of the Mo- 
ther Country, brought in an immenſe flow of 
wealth; which Was alſo continually increaſing. 
A Hence | 


| 


( 10) 
Hence both Merchants and Tradeſmen of vari- 
ous kinds, accumulated money without end; 
and roſe from indigence to opulent fortunes, 
quicker than any could do in Europe. Riches 


poured in upon them as a flood, and treaſures 


were heaped up as the fand of the ſea, And 
Hence naturally aroſe unbounded Plenty, of all 
the neceſſaties, convenieneies, yea and ſuper- 


Huities of Life. 


12. One general conſequence of this was 
pride. The more Riches they acquired, the 
more they were regarded by their neighbours, 
as men of weight and importance. And they 
would naturally ſee themſelves, in at leaſt as fair 
4 light as their neighbours ſaw them. And ac- 


cordingly, as they roſe in the world, they roſe 


in their opinion of themſelves : As it is general- 
Iy allowed, | | 


5 = A thouſand pound ſupplies : | 
The want of twenty thouſand qualities; 


So the richer they grew, the more admiration 
they gained, and the mote applauſe they reeelv- 
ed. Wealth then bringing in more applauſe, 
of courſe brought in more pride, till they real- 
Iy thought themſelves as much wiſer, as they 
were wealthier than their neighbours, 


( ( d \ 


_ © 34 Another naturabeonſequente of wealth was) 
Luxury, partieularly in Fo d, Wäe are apt to 
imagine, nothing can exceed the luxurious liv- 
ing, which now prevails in Great Britain and 
Ireland, But alas! what is this to that which, 
lately preyailed in Philadelphia and then parts 
of North America? A merchant, or midling 
tradeſman there, kept a table equal to that of a 
nobleman in England: | Entertaining his gueſts 
with ten, twelve, yea ſometimes twenty diſhes 
of meat at a meal! And this was ſo far from 
being blamed: by anyone, gy, i was e 
as en and en U 1 

Usus 212 f 4 
14. And is hot: idleneſs RAD joined wich | 
fullneſs of bread? Does not-floth eaſily ſpring. 
from luxury ? It. did fo here in an eminent de- 
gree; ſuch ſloth as is ſcarce named in England. 
Perſons in the bloom of youth, and in perfect 
health, could hardly bear to put on their on- 
clothes. The flave muſt be called to do this, 
and that, and every thing: It is too great la- 
bour for the maſter or miſtreſs! It is a won- 
det they: would be at the pains: of putting meat 
into their own mouths! Why did they not imi- 
tate» the lordhy lubbers in China, who. Ale fed; 
wm flave aunt each fide, 

T1344 

UV Who can e 77 goth alone beget 
wantonneſs? Has it not always had this effect ? 
Was it not ſaid near two thouſand years ago, 
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Queerittr, Egyſthus quare fit factus — 
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And when Noth * . are joined aa 
will they not produce an abundant offspring? 
This they eertainly have done in theſe parts. 1 
was ſurpriſed, a few years ago, at a letter I re- 
ceived from Philadelphia, wherein were (nearly) 
theſe words. “ You think the women in Eüg- 
4% land, (many of them, I mean) do not abound 
«© in Chaſtity. But yet the generality of your 
% omen, if compared with ours, might almoſt 
« paſs for veſtal virging.“ Now this complication: 
of pride, luxury, floth, and wantonneſs, natu- * 
rally ariſing from vaſt wealth and plenty, was 

the grand hindrance to the ſpreading of true re- 

Tons thro* he: Wer, of Nn America. 0 5 
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1 Le unh fe he elf dete 
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* 1. may e be e that the 
Colonies in New England had from their very | 
beginning, an bankering after independeney. It 
could not be expected to be- otherwiſe, conſider- 
ing their familjes, their education, their rela- 
tions, and the connexions they had formed be- 
fore they left their native Country. They were 
- farther inclined to it, by the ſevere and unjuſt 


treatment Which I er dad ann et 
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Zagland: This might well create in them a | 


fear, leſt they ſhould. meet with the like again, 
al jealouſly of theit Governors, and a deſire of 
Making off that dependence, to which they were 


never thoroughly reconciled. The ſame ſpirit 


they communitated to their children, from whom 
it deſcended. to the preſent generation. Nox 
could it be effaged-by;all the favours and bene- 
fits, which they continually received from the 
Engl coverament t EA 1 5 


2. This ſpirit r Nev efvectatis 


in »-Boſton, as early as the ycar 1737, In that 


year, my brother being detained there ſome time 
was greatly ſurprized to hear almoſt in every 
company, whether of Miniſters, Gentlemen, 
Merchants, or Common People, where any thing 
of the kind was mentioned, We muſt be. inde- 
pendent,; we will be independent: We will bes 
the Engliſh yoke no longer. We will! be our 
own. Governors.” This appeared to be even 
then the general defire of he people: Altho! 
it is not | probable, that there, was at that time 
any formed deſign. No; they could not be ſo 
vain, as 0 think they were able 4.6 ſtand e 
-againſ the, power, of Great. ese 


* 
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9 Gentleman who was there in the fol 
Jowidg year, obſerved. the ſame ſpirit in every 
Korper of the town ;, 5 Why ſhould theſe 1. 
10 lich 
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Um blockhends rule over us? “ Was then tlie 
common language. And as one encouraged 


another herein, the ſpirit of independeney roſe 


Higher. and higher, till it began to ſpread into 
the other Colonies, bordering upon Neu-Eng- 
land. Nevertheleſs the fear of their troubleſome 
neighbours, then im poſſeſſion: of Canada, kept 
them within bounds, and for a time prevented 
the flame from breaking oute But when the 
Engliſh had removed that fear from them, when 
Canada was ceded to the king of Great Bri- 
tain; the deſire then ripenell into a formed 


defign. "Only 0 ' convenient gt Was 


e . : 1150 
4. Its was not long before that TIF 
peared, The Stamp-A& was paſſed and fent 


over to America. The Male“ contents ſaw and 


preſſed their advantage: "They repreſented! it ag 


a common Cauſe';” and by proper emiflaries 


ſpread their own Tpitit thro' another and another 
Colony. By inflammatory Papers of every kind, 
they ſtirred up the minds of the people! They 
 vilified firſt the Engliſh Miniſtty, repreſenting 
them, one and alt, as thè verieſt wretehes alive, 
void of all Boney, honbur, and Humanity; By 
the ſame methe ds they next inflamed the people in 
general againſt the Britin Parliament, repreſent- 
| ing them as the moſt infamous villains upon earth, 
a A. Loans of baſe, uyprincipled birctings. 
But 
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it on Ametiean Principles. 


6 3 F 
But Nill chey affected to reverence the Kings 


and ſpoke very honourably of him. Not long + 


A few months after, they treated him in the ſame 
manner they had done * miniſters and How 
Parliament, 


5. ng being now, it was- judged, in 


fufficient forwardneſs, an affociation was formed 
between the Northern and Southern Colonies; 
both took up arms, and conſtituted a ſupreme 


power, which they termed The Congreſs. But 


ſtill they afflrmed, their whole deſign was to ſe- 
cure their liberty: And even to infinuate, that 
they aimed at any thing more, was ſaid to be 
quite cruel and unjuſt. But in a little time 
they threw off the maſk, and boldly afferted 
their own independeney. Accordingly, Dr. 
Witherſpoon, Prefident of the College in New- 
Jerſey, in his addreſs to the Congreſs, (added to 
a Faſt- Sermon, publiſhed' by him, Auguſt 3d, 
1776) uſes the following words: It appears 
% now, in the cleareſt manner, that till very 
« lately, thoſe who ſeemed to take the part of 
« America, in the Britiſh Parliament, never did 
They either did 
« not underſtand, or were not willing to admit, 
« the extent of our claim.” Even the great Lord 
«-Chatham's Bill for reconciliation, would not 


have been accepted here, and did not materi- 


& ally differ from what the miniftry would haye 
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Haim was independeney ; and that they would 
d ecept of nothing leſs. 


6. By this open and avowed defection from, 
and defiance of their Mothet Country (whether 


it was defenſible, or not, is another queſtion:) 


àt leaſt nine parts in ten, of their immenſe trade 


to Europe, Alia, Africa, and other parts of Ame- 


rica were cut off at one ſtroke. In lieu of this 


they gained at firſt perhaps an hundred thouſand 
pounds a year by their numerous Privateers, But 


even then, this was upon the whole, no gain at 


all; for they loft as many ſhips as they took. 


Afterwards they took fewer and fewer: and in 


the mean time they loſt four, or five millions 


| yearly, (perhaps ſix or ſeven) which their trade 


brought them in. What was the neceſſary con- 
ſequence of. this? Why, that as the fountain 

of their wealth was dam med up, the ſtreams of 
it muſt run lower and lower, till they were 
wholly. exhauſted. So that at preſent, theſe pro- 
vinees are _ richer than the pooreſt parts tithes 


of Ty or n. 
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57. Wey devlined'i in the fame; W 29 


A; til! univerſal ſcarcity took place; - In a 


ſhort time; there was, every where felt a deep 
want not only of the ſuperfluities, not only of 
the common .conveniencies, but even of the ne- 


winden of life. nen, food was not to. be 
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procured, but at a very advanced price. Decent 
apparel was not to be had, not even in the 
large towns. Not only velvets and ſilks, and 
faſhionable ornaments, (which might well be 
ſpared) but even linen and woollen clothes 
were not to be purchaſed at any price whatſo- 
ever. ; 


| 8. Thus have we obſerved each of theſe 
wheels apart: On the one. hand, trade, wealth, 
pride, luxury, floth, and wantonneſs ſpreading , 
far and wide, thro' the American provinces : 
On the other the ſpirit of independency, dif- 
fuſing itſelf from North to South, Let us now 
obſerve how each of theſe wheels relates-to, and 
anſwers the other : : How the wiſe and graci- 
ous providence of God, uſes one to check the 
courſe. of the other, and even employs (if ſo 
ſtrong an expreſſion may be allowed) ſatan to 
caſt out ſatan! Probably that ſubtle ſpirit hop- 
ed, by adding to all thoſe other vices, . the 
ſpirit of independency, to have overturned 
the whole work of God, as well as the Britiſh 
Government in North America. -But he that 
fitteth in heaven laughed him to ſcorn, and took 
the wiſe in his own craftineſs. By means of 
this very ſpirit there is reaſon to believe, God 
will overturn every hindrance of that work. 


* We 5 ſeed, how by the breaking out of 


by 
F 8 n r 
Ly” 2 ee 1 SANE 


) 


ment, an effectual check was given to the 
trade of thoſe Colonies. They themfelves, 
by a wonderful ſtroke of policy, threw up tlie 
Whole trade of their Mother- Country and all 
its dependencies ! Made an act, that no H ritiſn 
ſhip ſhould enter into any of their Harbours! 
Nay, they fitted out numberleſs Privateers, 


find. The King's ſhips ſeized an equal number 
almoſt to nothing. Their fiches died away 


internal reſources. The flower of their youth, 
before employed in Huſbandry, being now 
drawn off into their armies, ſo that the moſt 
fruitful lands were of no uſe, none being left to 
till the ground. And when wealth fled away, 
(as was before obferved) ſo did plenty too: 


die of all things. 


10. The wheet now began to move within the 


Elves, n when they found, upon the 


trial, 1 


nr 
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this ſpirit, in open defiance of the Britiſh govern- 


which ſeized upon all the Britiſh ſhips they could 
of their's. So their foreign trade too was brought ü 


with their trade. Eſpecially as they had no 


Abundance of all things being ſucceeded by 


wheel. The trade and wealth of the Ameri- 
cans failing, the grand incentives of pride fail- 
ed alſo: for few admire or flatter the poor. 
And being deſerted by moſt of their admirers, 
they did not altogether ſo much admire them- 


(19) 
trial, that they had miſcaltulated their own 
ſtrength ; which they had made no doubt would 


be ſufficient to carry all before it. It is 


true, many of them ſtill exalted themſelves; 
but others were truly and deeply humbled. 


11. Poverty, and ſcarcity confequent upon it, 
ſtruck ſtill more directly at the root of their 
luxury. There was no place now for that im- 
moderate ſuperfluity either of food or apparel. 
They ſought no more, and could ſeldom obtain 
ſo much as plain food, ſufficient to ſuſtain na- 
ture. And they were content if they could pro- 
eure coarſe apparel, to keep them clean and 
warm. Thus they were reduced to the ſame 


condition their forefathers were in, when the 


providence of God brought them into this coun- 
try, They were nearly in the ſame outward 
circumſtances. Happy, if they were likewiſe 


in the ſame * 


- 


12. Poverty and Want ſtruck at the root of 


Sloth alſo. It was now no time to ſay, © A little 


more ſleep, a little more ſtumber, a little more 


folding of the hands to reſt.” If a man would 


not work now, it was plain, he could not cat, 
All the pains he could take were little enough te to 


procure the bare neceſſaries of life: Seeing, on 
| the 


the one hand, ſo few of them remained ; their 


own armies having ſwept away all before them : 


And, on the other, what remained bore ſo high 


a price, that exceeding few were able to pur- 
cbaſe them. 


13. Thus by the adorable Providence of God, 


the main hindrances of this work are removed. 
And in how wonderful a manner! Such as it 
never could have entered into the heart of man 
to conceive. Thoſe hindrances had been grow- 
ing up and continually increaſing for many years. 
What God foreſaw would prove the remedy, 
grew up with the diſeaſe: and, when the diſeaſe 
was come to its height, then only began to ope- 
rate. Immenſe trade, wealth, and plenty, begot 
and nouriſhed-proportionable pride, and luxury, 
and ſloth, and wantonneſs, Meantime the ſame 


trade, wealth, and plenty, begot or nouriſhed 


the ſpirit of independeney. Who would have 
imagined, that this evil diſeaſe would lay a foun- 
dation for the cure of all the reſt, And yet fo 
it was, For this ſpirit now come to maturity, 
and diſdaining all reſtraint, is now ſwiftly de- 
ſtroying the trade, and wealth, and plenty, 


„„ 


| whereby it was nouriſhed, and thereby makes 


way for the happy return of humility, tempe- 
rance, induſtry, and chaſtity. Such unſpeakable 
good does. the all-wiſe God bring out of all this 
evil! So does the fierceneſs of man, of the 
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Americans, turn to his praiſe, in a very dif- 


ferent ſenſe from what Dr. Witherſpoon ſup- 
poſes. 


14. May we not obſerve, how exactly in this 
grand ſcene of Providence one wheel anſwers to 


the other? The ſpirit of independency, which 


our poet ſo juſtly terms 
«© The glorious fault of angels and of Gods; 


(that is, in plain terms, of Devils, ) the fame 
which ſo many call liberty, is over- ruled by 
the juſtice and mercy of God, firſt to puniſh 
thoſe crying fins, and afterwards to heal them. 
He puniſhes them by poverty, coming as an 
armed man, and over-running the land ; by ſuch 
ſcarcity as has hardly been known there for 
an hundred years paſt : by want of every kind, 


even of neceſfary. clothing, even of Bread to 


ear, But with what intent does he do this ? 


Surely that mercy may rejoice over judgment. 


He puniſhes that he may firſt make them 
ſenſible of their fins, which any one that has 
eyes to ſee may read in their puniſhment ; and 
then bring them back to the ſpirit of their fore- 
fathers, the ſpirit of humility, temperance, in- 
duſtry, chaſtity : yea, and a general willing- 
neſs to hear and receive the word, which is able 
to fave their ſouls. O the depth, both of 


622) 


the wiſdom and knowledge of God! How un- 
ſcarchable are his judgments! And his ways paſt 
finding out! Unleſs fo far as they are reveal- 
ed in his word and explained by his providence 


15. From theſe, we learn, that ſpiritual. 


bleſſings are what God principally intends in 
all theſe ſevere diſpenfations. He intends they 
Gould all work together, for the deſtruction of 
ſatan's kingdom, and the promotion of the king- 
dom of his dear Son; that they ſhould all mi- 
niſter to the general ſpread of righteouſneſs, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. But after 


the inhabitants of theſe Provinces are brought 


again to . ſeek the kingdom of God and his righ- 
teouſneſs, there can be no doubt, but all other 
things, all temporal bleſſings will be added un- 
to them. He will ſend thro' all the happy land, 
with all the neceſſaries and conveniencies of life, 
a liberty from oppreſſion of every kind; from 
illegal violence ; a liberty to enjoy their lives, 
their perſons and their property: God per- 
mitted theſe dreadful evils to ſpread over all. 
the people, that he might have mercy upon 
all, that he might do good to all, by faving 
them from the bondage of fin, and bringing 
them into the glorious liberty of the Children 


of God. | 
NIA. 
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